FYODOR MIKHAYIL.OVICH
DOSTOYEVSKY

1821-1881

BORROWED TIME

Russian novelist. Survivor of a staged execution.

Russian novelist of guilt, faith, freedom, and the
divided human mind.

He wrote as if every soul were already on trial.




BORN NEAR SUFFERING 0

Born in Moscow, he grew up beside the Mariinsky
Hospital for the Poor.

He grew up near the poor, the sick, the devout, and
the humiliated.

The people around him would later fill his fiction.
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AGAINST THE UNIFORM 03

He studied military engineering in St.
Petersburg.

But literature pulled harder than rank, salary,
or safety.

In 1843, he resigned into a precarious life by
the pen.




POOR FOLK OPENS 04
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In 1846, Poor Folk made him suddenly
famous.

Critics saw a new Russian voice: tender,
nervous, and painfully alert.

His subject was not nobility. It was the

9 insulted and humiliated. y




ROOMS WITH EARS s
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In 1847, he entered the Petrashevsky Circle.

They discussed utopian socialism, serfdom,
censorship, and forbidden books.

In that empire, ideas could become a criminal
file.
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THE ARREST 09

April 23, 1849: Dostoyevsky and other circle
members were arrested.

He spent eight months in prison.

Then the state prepared a lesson in terror.




THE SQUARE a7

December 22, 1849. Semyonovsky Square,
St. Petersburg.

Death sentence. White shirt. Cross. Broken
saber.

He was in the second group.

\ For several minutes, death had a schedule.
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THE GUNS LOWERED UL
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At the last moment, a messenger announced
the tsar's mercy.

The execution had been staged.

His life was spared. His punishment was not.
Siberia waited.




LIFE INSIDE Lo
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Hours later, he wrote to his brother Mikhail.

“Life is everywhere, life is in us
ourselves, not outside.”

The lesson was not happiness. It was
responsibility to time, people, and the soul.




Four years of hard labor followed in a
Siberian prison camp.

There, theory met criminals, guards, filth,
faith, cruelty, and dignity.

He came back with deeper questions than
" politics alone could answer.




BOOKS FROM THE FURNACE 1

From prison came The House of the Dead.

Then came Notes from Underground, Crime and
Punishment, The Idiot, Demons, and The Brothers
Karamazov.

He made novels where ideas had blood, shame,
laughter, and consequence.




THE SOUL ON TRIAL Lz

Dostoyevsky made fiction think under
pressure.

His characters do not just hold ideas. They
feel them.

His influence reached modern fiction,
existentialism, psychology, theology, and criticism.
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ST. PETERSBURG, 1881 L

Fyodor Mikhaylovich Dostoyevsky died in St.
Petersburg in 1881.

He was 59.
The body stopped. The questions did not.




WHAT REMAINS L
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He was not saved into comfort.

He was saved into harder work: to ask what quilt,
freedom, faith, and mercy cost.

The reprieve was one
moment.

The work was the rest of his
life.

\\ Sources: Britannica; The Marginalian; Public Domain Review; Literary Hub.




